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REPLY COMMENTS OF BELLSOUTH

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (tiBeIISouth tl ) hereby

replies to the comments regarding the Joint Petition of the

Media Access Project, the united States Telephone

Association, and Citizens for a Sound Economy (Petitioners)

for Rulemaking to Establish Rules for Subscriber Access to

Cable Home Wiring for the Delivery of Competing and

Complementary Video Services, filed July 27, 1993 ("Joint

Petition").

BellSouth continues to support the Joint Petition. The

comments leave no room for doubt that the Commission should

initiate a proceeding to determine how cable subscribers may

have access to cable home wiring for the delivery of

competing and complementary services before termination of

service and should merge into that new proceeding the

outstanding Petitions for Reconsideration of the Report and

Order in MM Docket No. 92-260, released February 2, 1993

(FCC 93-73). Furthermore, as the comments of Liberty Cable

Company, Inc. demonstrate, the rules established in that

Report and Order still do not allow cable subscribers to

switch to a competing cable service provider without



substantial inconvenience (Liberty at 3-4). Therefore, the

Commission should include in the new proceeding an inquiry

into how to make the transition from an incumbent to a

competing video programmer more convenient for the consumer.

The only opponents to the Joint Petition are incumbent

cable companies and their trade association. Their

opposition is based upon arguments that are irrelevant at

this procedural stage. The issue at hand is not whether the

Commission should adopt proposed rules. The issue is

whether the Commission should initiate a proceeding to

consider whether rules are needed, whether it has the

authority to adopt such rules, and if so, what those rules

should be.

It is premature to argue that the Commission does not

have the authority to adopt rules when the Commission has

not yet proposed rules. The Commission certainly has the

authority to inquire into the need for rules, and even if

the Commission were to find it had insufficient authority to

adopt the needed rules, it would certainly have the

authority to recommend to Congress that legislation address

any needs found.

Arguments against the adoption of rules because of

potential technical difficulties or because of unfounded

assertions of competitive unfairness to the cable companies

are also irrelevant at this stage. Those are issues that

must be eXhaustively addressed in the proposed proceeding.
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The proposed inquiry needs to be conducted for the sake of

incr••sinq the competitiva choice. available to consumers.

One-sided ar9~en~. on the very i ••u.. that such a

proceedinq should addre.. must not be allOWed to tore.tall

tull inquiry by the Commi••ion into the i ••u.. raised by the

Joint Petition and the comments.

The argument not made oy the oppon.n~. to the Joint

Petition speaks most clearly in favor of the Commission's

initiating the proposed inquiry: they did not argue that

such an inquiry is nGt needed.

Therefore, BellSouth respecttully ur~e. the Commission

to initiate the inquiry into the issue. rai.ed by the Joint

Petition and the comments thereon.

Respectfully .uba1tted,

8ELLSOUTH TEL.COMMUMICA~IONS, INC.
By its Attorneys:

~--
Michael A. Tanner
4300 southern Bell Center
675 W. Peachtree street
Atlanta, Georgia 30315
(404) 614-20'0

January 19, 19'4
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CERTIFICATE or SERVICB

I her.by certify that I have this 19th day ot January,

1994 .ervioad all parties to this aetion with a copy of the

toreqoing REPLY COMMENTS in reterenca to RM-8380, by placinq

a true and oorrect copy of the a... in the united stat••

Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the parties aa set forth

on the attached service list.

Darlene A. Martin
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